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January 15, 2010
To Whom It May Concern:

(Student name) is a student currently enrolled in my course Anthropology of Law (ANT 4273) at the University of Florida.  A major component of students’ grades for the term is to design and conduct a research project in the Gainesville area.  The objective is to encourage students to learn something about social issues in the community and engage with local leaders and others in order to gain depth and breadth of knowledge and experience that they cannot get in the classroom setting alone.  More specifically, I have asked students to execute a mini-ethnographic project that inquires into the areas of law, policy, and social justice. Ethnography is the study of human social phenomena and communities, through various means that involve direct participation of the researcher in the events being studied. These include “participation observation” and interviewing, among others. The student invites you to participate in the research, and requests your permission and confirmation signature. 

Other purposes of this assignment include the desirability of instilling a sense of ownership in their community and with a view to public service; enabling students to learn about local social issues in relationship to law and public policy; and giving students exposure to applied social research. All students enrolled in the course are working in pairs to design and execute their research collaboratively, learning valuable team-work and leadership skills in addition to our other learning objectives. 

These student projects are not intended to be critical evaluations of persons, institutions, organizations, programs, or policies. The projects are meant to be general probes into areas chosen by the research teams based on their own interests. Each research team will produce a final report to be presented to the class as the culmination of their research. If you or your organization would like a copy of the final report, please check the box adjacent to your signature below. It will be the responsibility of the student to make a copy of their final work available to you. 

The University of Florida has an obligation to maintain ethical oversight of human subjects research conducted by faculty, students, and staff of the University. According to UF's Institutional Review Board (IRB), the agency tasked with ethical oversight: “Class projects do not need to be reviewed by the IRB if they are projects within the University of Florida classes, conducted only for instructional purposes, and there are no plans to use the research to ‘add to generalized knowledge,’ such as presenting the results at a conference, publishing them, posting them to a publicly available website, etc.” Accordingly, materials elicited for the projects undertaken for this course and the results produced will be used only for in-class instructional purposes. In addition, I have instructed the students to adhere to standards of anthropological research ethics, including informed consent and confidentiality, and the seriousness with which they should treat their research and their obligations to their research participants. 
If you have any questions or concerns about student requests for interviews, the nature of their projects, or their behavior while conducting research, please do not hesitate to contact me at catey@ufl.edu or (352) 870.1075. If you agree to participate in this research, please print and sign your name below as a confirmation that you have received this statement. If you wish to receive a copy of the student’s final work, please check the box next to the signature line. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
Andrew “Scott” Catey, Instructor
Department of Anthropology, University of Florida
 

I have read and received a copy of this Introductory Letter and Ethical Statement and I agree to participate in the research that has been described to me. 
_________________________________________________________

Printed Name

_________________________________________________________

Name of Organization (if relevant)
_________________________________________________________
      ⎕ Please send a

Signature








      copy of final work

___________________________

Date
